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Agenda

▪ What’s new in College Admissions

▪ The College List

▪ College Applications- The Common Application

▪ Scholarships



What’s new in College Admissions

▪ Common Application has increased applications for most colleges.  It’s used by 
over 1,000 colleges.  Over 400 schools have no application fee.  Fee waivers on 
Common Application for students who qualify.

▪ Test Optional for out of state schools.  Generally, if your test score is within range 
of the school averages listed on the website you should submit the score.  The 
ideal student to go test score optional is one who has a strong transcript with 
rigorous courses and good grades. Florida schools are required by the legislature to 
require test scores. Many colleges outside of Florida require test scores for 
scholarships.

▪ There is a lot of speculation about the recent decision of the Supreme Court to not 
allow schools to admit students using affirmative action. Schools still value 
diversity.

▪ Return on your investment- will the degree be worth the cost you’ve paid for college

▪ The Florida universities have been named #1 in the country by US News for the 6th 
year in a row.  This is due, in part, to the low cost of earning a degree.  Florida is 
the 2nd largest university system in the country with 430,000 students. 



The College List

Match
▪ Location

▪ Size

▪ Sports and Extracurricular Activities

▪ Majors

▪ Cost

▪ Campus Atmosphere

Fit
▪ Grade Point Average

▪ Test Scores

▪ Course Rigor







College List

▪ Don’t rule out dream schools or private colleges

▪ Reciprocity Agreements with Florida schools

▪  Visiting schools is called “the golden ticket”

▪ Ask them to give you in state tuition.

▪ Check websites to see what is important to schools and do a “deeper dive” to see 
what the different majors look like

▪ There should be about 6 schools on your list.  Two “reach schools”, two realistic 
schools and two “safety schools”



How to show Demonstrated Interest

Main page of 
website shows 
focus of 
university

Check 
admissions 
statistics

Look at 
academic 
programs and 
specialties

Website

Tour University 
and area 
around school

Engage with 
students, eat in 
cafeteria

Speak with area 
admissions 
counselor

College 
Visit Questions 

about 
university- sign 
up for email list

Questions 
about specific 
programs

Email 
admissions 

rep Make sure your 
social media 
will not raise 
red flags

Connect 
on social 
media



THE COMMON APPLICATION











Types of Decisions

▪ Early Admissions:  preferred by most schools.  Deadline is October 15 (FSU) or 
November 1.

▪ Early Decision:  a binding agreement, used if you KNOW the school is your #1 
choice.  This can increase your chances of admission. Check statistics to find out if 
it will be an advantage.

▪ Rolling Admissions:  used by non-competitive schools or schools who want to fill up 
spots after EA and ED.

▪ Deferred:  Colleges usually are watching for more information to see if you will 
qualify.  Can be test scores or, more often, senior year first semester grades

▪ Denied:  Not a good fit for the school. Appealing decision is usually only successful 
if there is a change in student status.



Self Reported Student Academic Record (SSAR)

▪ 1.  Go to ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com

▪ 2.  Using the transcript as a guide, fill in the coursework

▪ 3.  Use the student number at the end and enter it on the Common App

▪ 4.  Coursework for the senior year needs to be reported.  Students need to report 
any dropped classes to the colleges or Common Application at the end of first 
semester.

▪  At some point the students will need to get a transcript from any postsecondary 
institutions they have attended.  Transcripts will be mailed to the college they will 
attend.

▪ May 1 is the deadline to choose the college the student will attend.  Students 
should put down a dorm deposit as soon as possible to secure the best room.



SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS



Types of Scholarships

▪ Government:  Federal and State

    Federal- must fill out Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  Pell Grant 
is  

 one of the main grants given by the Federal government.  The application         

    opens December 1.  New and easier to fill out.  Uses taxes from 2 years ago. 42 
ques.

 Work Study is another type of aid.

    State-  Florida Bright Futures, Jose Marti, various others.  Must fill out 

    floridafinacialaid.org.  Application opens October 1.

▪ Institutional Financial Aid-  Colleges vary on deadlines and policies.  Early is better.

▪ Private Scholarships- Use search engines, such as Fastweb.com, to find.



Florida Scholarships

Florida Bright Futures 
Requirements
▪ Florida Academic Scholar

▪ 3.5 GPA in core subjects only

▪ 1340 on SAT

▪ 29 on ACT

▪ 100 hours of community service or work 
experience

▪ Must fill out application on 
floridafinancial aid.org.  Application 
opens October 1

▪ Florida Medallion Scholar

▪ 3.0 GPA in core subjects only

▪ 1210 on the SAT

▪ 25 on the ACT

▪ 75 hours of community service or work 
experience

▪ Must fill out the application on 
floridafinancialaid.org.  Application 
opens October 1



Scholarship Tips

▪ Apply early- most financial aid is given in February.

▪ Work with the financial aid office at the university

▪ Some schools require the CSS- College Search Service Profile. Check your college 
website.  This application is through College Board.  Application fee is required.  
This is a longer more detailed application.

▪ Some schools automatically consider you for merit aid, based on SAT/ACT or 
grades.

▪ Do your homework on the website.

▪ Raise.me and College Board opportunity scholarships are easy to get

▪ Scholarships stack and can bring in a significant amount of money

▪ Carefully compare award letters after being admitted.  Loans are usually listed.



Where will your student land?
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